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EDITOR’S NOTE

Welcome to this edition of Ilomon celebrating the soul of Enashipai Resort & Spa - where modern luxury dances 
with ancient Maasai traditions. As you turn these pages, you’ll discover more than just a destination; you’ll 
encounter a living story woven from the threads of history, culture, and breathtaking natural beauty.

This issue is particularly close to my heart as we explore how a 1926 hydroplane rest house transformed into 
today’s award-winning resort. Through these stories, you’ll feel the pulse of the Wave Nightclub, touch the 
intricate beadwork that adorns our spaces, and connect with the living culture preserved in our Maa Museum.

What makes Enashipai truly special is more than just what we have built, but what we honour - the land, the 
people, and the traditions that make this corner of the Rift Valley magical. Whether you are joining us for the first 
time or returning to these pages, we hope you will find inspiration in how the past and present harmonize here.

May your journey through this edition bring you happiness.
 
Warmly,

Head of Sales and Marketing

Amy Wambui

2 3



06
THE RALLY RUSH 2025
Conversations on sustainability, the 
thrill of the rally and so much more.

08
SYMPHONY OF EXPERIENCES
Uncover the activities awaiting you at 
the resort.

10
MEET THE EMPLOYEES OF THE YEAR 2024

How did they do it? What has their journey 
been like?

16
BUILT ON HISTORY, LOVED AS A HOME
Where it all began and how it is 
going?

22
A WALK THROUGH TIME
Discover the first private museum in Kenya.

4 5

TABLE OF CONTENTS



Photo Credit : WRC Official website

Photo Credit : WRC Official website

6 7

THE RALLY RUSH 2025
Sustainabilty, thrill and more...#WRC2025

We are proud to have collaborated with KenGen 
and the WRC Safari Rally 2025, an event that 
has not only placed Naivasha on the global 
stage but also aligns seamlessly with our 
commitment to sustainability and community 
impact.

This year marked a new milestone as we 
supported the newly launched KenGen 
Geothermal Stage, a groundbreaking initiative 
that showcased Kenya’s leadership in renewable 
energy. Through this partnership, Enashipai 
harnessed clean geothermal power for its 
hospitality operations, reinforcing our dedication 
to reducing our carbon footprint while enhancing 
guest experiences.

In the sporting world, success is fueled by passion, preparation, and the right support. 
Enashipai was proud to sponsor Team Heels on Wheels, led by Linet Ayuko and Pauline 
Sheghu, at the Safari Rally, one of the toughest motorsport events globally.

The team finished 11th overall in the NR4 class—a remarkable achievement that highlights 
their skill and determination. Motorsport has long been male-dominated, but Linet and Pauline 
are breaking barriers and inspiring the next generation. Their success is a testament to the 
grit, perseverance, and excellence required to compete at the highest levels of the sport.

For Enashipai, this partnership went beyond just the race. We provided a haven of comfort 
and rejuvenation, ensuring the team had the best hospitality experience, from tranquil nights 
to revitalizing spa treatments. Our goal was to create an environment where they could rest, 
recharge, and be race ready.

Their journey demonstrates the impact of strategic partnerships, proving that when passion 
meets opportunity, extraordinary results follow.

We celebrate Linet and Pauline for their remarkable performance and look forward to 
witnessing more milestones from Team Heels on Wheels. Their story is one of strength, 
ambition, and breaking the glass ceiling—values we hold close at Enashipai.

The synergy between sustainable energy 
production and premium hospitality was 
not just a win for Enashipai but a victory 
for the Naivasha community and Kenya’s 
hospitality industry. As the Safari Rally 
drew spectators from across the globe, 
it served as a catalyst for tourism growth 
and economic opportunities. By embracing 
green initiatives, we contributed to a future 
where tourism thrives in harmony with 
nature.

Reflecting on this impactful event, we 
are proud to have played a role in driving 
positive change. As Helen Keller famously 
said, “Alone, we can do so little; together, 
we can do so much.” At Enashipai, we 
remain dedicated to sustainability—one 
initiative at a time.
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SYMPHONY OF EXPERIENCES
What to do in the resort when you stay with us?
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JUNE WAMBUI
WAITRESS

Please introduce yourself and tell us about your role 
at the resort?

My name is June Wambui Mwangi, and I work at 
Enashipai in the Food & Beverage department. My role 
allows me to ensure that guests have a memorable 
dining experience through exceptional service.

How long have you been with us, and why 
Enashpai?

I have been with Enashipai for the last three years. 
I studied Tourism and Hospitality Management but 
decided to fully venture into hospitality. What drew me 
to Enashipai was the warmth, the passion, and the 
fulfillment that comes with creating lasting memories 
and a positive impact on each guest’s experience.

What do you love most about working in hospitality?

I love the opportunity to interact with guests from different backgrounds and cultures. Seeing a guest 
leave satisfied and happy because of the service I provided is an indescribable feeling.

What does being named Employee of the Year mean to you?

Being named Employee of the Year is an incredible honuor. To me, it signifies recognition for my 
tenacity. It serves as motivation to aim even higher, and continue being a role model to my colleagues.

What does being named Employee of the Year mean to you?
It’s both an honour and a humbling achievement. Starting as a Room Steward and 
progressing to Supervisor has been a rewarding journey, and this recognition motivates me to 
keep growing in my career. It’s a reminder that hard work and dedication truly pay off.

What motivates you to bring your best to work every day?
Two things: my incredible team and our guests. The teamwork and support make even the 
busiest days manageable, and seeing guests enjoy their stay reminds me why hospitality is so 
fulfilling.

Do you have a favourite spot in the resort? Why?
Without a doubt, the Executive Fountain Rooms. Not only do they offer a stunning view of 
the fountain, but their serene atmosphere makes it a pleasure to ensure they are perfectly 
prepared for our guests.

What’s one piece of advice you’d give to someone new in the hospitality industry?
Hospitality thrives on passion and patience. No task is too small—every detail contributes to 
a guest’s experience. Stay dedicated, keep learning, and take pride in your work; success will 
follow.

JOHN WEKESA

MARY NJUGUNA

HOUSEKEEPING SUPERVISOR

TRAINEE

Tell us a little about yourself and your role 
at the resort?
I am John Wekesa, and I serve as the 
Housekeeping Supervisor here. My main 
responsibility is overseeing the cleanliness 
and preparation of guest rooms to ensure they 
meet our high standards. I lead a fantastic 
team, coordinate daily tasks, and make sure 
every room is welcoming and comfortable for 
our guests.

Please introduce yourself and tell us more 
about your role at the resort?
My name is Mary Njuguna, and I am a trainee 
at the resort under the Human Resources 
Department.

How long have you been with us, and 
what brought you here?
I have been with the resort for six months, 
having joined as an intern. This opportunity 
has allowed me to gain valuable hands-on 
experience in the hospitality industry.

What do you love most about working in 
hospitality?
What I love most about hospitality is 
the opportunity to engage with people 
from diverse cultures. Every interaction is a chance to learn something new and gain new 
perspectives.

What does this opportunity mean to you?
This opportunity is a significant milestone for me. It represents the hard work I have put in, 
and it motivates me to push even further in my career within the industry.

How do you define success in your role?
Success is about serving, supporting, and sustaining excellence in everything I do. It’s about 
making a positive impact and contributing meaningfully to both guests and associates.

What keeps you motivated in your role?
Knowing that the best is expected from me drives me to always deliver my best. It challenges 
me to grow, improve, and continuously strive for excellence.

EMPLOYEES OF THE YEAR 2024
Staff Feature
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What made you choose our resort for booking 
your clients? 
The facilities and the scenery. Enashipai has 
one of the best trails that seamlessly integrates 
with the guest facilities available at the property. 
Whether it’s a conference or a short vacation 
away from the city you get a relaxing feeling that 
makes the stay worthwhile. 

Could you describe the type of guest who 
typically books with us? 
One that appreciates great service and nature. 
You have to see the value of staying at Enashipai 
compared to other hotels. I would say anyone 
who likes to work hard and play hard. 

What do you think sets our resort apart from 
others in the area? 
The team, they are absolutely helpful and friendly. 
They complement the hotel facilities and rooms; 
they are good. 

What is your favourite feature or amenity at 
the resort, and why?
From a business perspective, the Entumo 
conference facility is perfectly designed to host 
events and meetings. From a leisure perspective, 
the rooms, the pool cause of the kids and the 
events garden by the lake. 

Can you share a memorable experience 
you’ve had while working with our team or 
booking for clients here?
There are quite a number; we hosted the RAK 
conference in 2023 & 2024. The team were and 
are still amazing. Another memory was back 
in 2016 when we hosted our first week-long 
conference at Entumo and capped the event 
with a starlit gala dinner and award ceremony for 
Canon Africa. It was truly something. 

What feedback do your clients give after 
staying at our resort? 
Mostly positive. We normally have daily debriefs 
with our clients and with the hotel when we host 
guests at the resort. What I would say is it’s all 
about improvement and progress as opposed 
to perfection. We are part of an experiential 
sector so every day new challenges arise and 
expectations shift with the next event. 

How does our resort cater to the diverse 
needs of travellers?
I believe it covers all the key experiences. It’s a 
well-balanced offering that offers both business 
and leisure benefits that a traveller whether local 
or international will appreciate and enjoy. 

Have you discovered any unique activities 
or experiences at the resort that you think 
guests shouldn’t miss? 
I have seen some electric scooters. I need to try 
one.

What is the most common reason your clients 
return to our resort or recommend it to 
others? 
The service and the ever-smiling team (Matilda at 
Entumo, and Amy & Fatma at Head Office). And I 
have to mention the food, iko sawa kabisa! 

How does our resort enhance the overall 
holiday experience for your guests?
The resort truly immerses you in Maa Culture, 
you can see it in the decor, it is a nod to one of 
the most iconic tribes in Africa. 

Symon Mwanzia - Creative Digital & 
Production Lead, The Arts Group

MEET THE GUEST
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Nestled in the heart of Kenya’s Great Rift Valley, Enashipai Resort and Spa is 
a sanctuary where modern luxury meets ancient heritage. Our story begins 
in 1926, with a historic house that welcomed international guests during the 
hydroplane era, a time when aircraft landed on the serene waters of Lake 
Naivasha. This house, a symbol of hospitality, laid the foundation for what 
would become today’s world-class resort.

In 2008, the property opened as Lake Naivasha Holiday Inn, offering travellers 
a tranquil escape amidst the Rift Valley’s breathtaking scenery. The founders 
however, envisioned something more, a resort that would honour both the 
region’s natural beauty and the vibrant cultural heritage of the Maasai people. 

In 2011, the resort underwent a comprehensive redesign and rebranding, 
emerging as Enashipai, meaning “a place of happiness” in Maa.

The transformation was spectacular. The resort’s design now reflects the 
vibrant culture of the Maasai, with beadwork-inspired headboards, seats 
resembling traditional necklaces, and artifacts displayed throughout the 
property. Every detail tells a story, creating a seamless blend of modern 
comfort and timeless culture.
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BUILT ON HISTORY, LOVED AS HOME
The Story Behind Enashipai Resort and Spa



Enashipai’s commitment to culture deepened with the establishment of the Maa Museum, the first 
private museum registered after consultations with the Attorney General’s office. This museum serves 
as a cultural hub, preserving and celebrating Maasai traditions for future generations.

Today, Enashipai is a multi-award-winning destination known for its authentic African hospitality, focus 
on wellness, and sustainability practices. From solar water heating to the water recycling plant, the 
resort operates in harmony with its environment. It also engages with the local community, supporting 
initiatives like a special needs center and a school library.

Set on the shores of Lake Naivasha, Enashipai offers a gateway to the Rift Valley’s wonders. Guests 
can explore Hell’s Gate National Park, hike Mt Longonot, or simply relax and soak in the resort’s 
serene beauty.

Enashipai is more than a resort, it’s a place where history, culture, and innovation converge, creating 
unforgettable experiences for every guest. It’s a testament to the power of a vision, a celebration of 
heritage, and, above all, a place of happiness.
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From KES

Transform your countertops and floors with our
high-quality granite and immediately upgrade
your space.
Assorted granite colors available from:
~ Grey-Sparkle                   ~ Dark-Grey 
~ Midnight Ash                  ~ Pink Twilight

GET MAVOLONI
GRANITE TODAY!

*For 100 Slabs & above

6,500/=

0758 025 222 0712 542 194

2 0 2 1

SHIFT DRESS

PONCHO

KAFTAN

KIMONO

These are bold colored contemporary shift dresses, with a blend 
of colorful intricate patterns of the Ankara fabric on the cuff 
sleeves. 

This creates a great fusion for those looking for bold beautiful and 
modern fashion with a cultural flair.

Kes. 11,200/-

They are cozy and double-layered with unique detailed features: the 
rounded neckline, armhole openings for comfortable movement, and a 
flowy silhouette for effortless styling over any outfit.

The fabrics made from luxurious blends of eco-friendly, high-quality 
wool fabric and textures, can be worn as a warmer piece during cold 
seasons.

 KES 9,200/-

Well known for its unique patterns, ethnic prints and embellishments like 
pockets. The vibrant, multi-colored and maxi-length, makes it a stylish 
and comfortable design.

The various fabrics, whether it’s the softness of cotton, the lightness 
of linen, or the indulgence of silk provide a luxurious feel, versatility, 
elegance, and comfort.

Kes. 9,200/-

These kimonos come in a range of specific patterns and custom finishes 
of colors, prints and designs that are crafted with impeccable attention 
to detail for you to wrap yourself in style and Comfort.

Their versatility can provide a splash of elegance and a beautiful 
transition to casual wear.

KES 8,200/-

ENASHIPAI GIFT SHOP
Meet Tuli, one of  the brands at our gift shop.

All the above gifts can be found in our gift shop.

Advertisement



Just a click away with 
the all-new KQ Holidays

A New Way
to Holiday

Choose your next holiday 
on kqholidays.com and book 
a holiday package for the 
best travel experiences. 

With KQ Holidays, you can 
enjoy savings on holiday 
packages that include air tickets, 
accommodation, ground transfers, 
activities, and more across 
Kenya Airways destinations. 

The Maa Museum is a cultural treasure dedicated 
to preserving and sharing the rich traditions of the 
Maasai people, one of East Africa’s most iconic 
communities. 

The museum showcases a stunning collection of 
artefacts that highlight the Maasai’s unique way of 
life:

Beadwork & Clothing: Intricate beadwork, from 
necklaces to headdresses, each piece rich with 
symbolism. The iconic shukas (traditional robes) 
are also on display, reflecting the Maasai’s vibrant 
identity.

Tools & Weapons: Spears, shields, and clubs that 
tell the story of the Maasai as skilled pastoralists 
and warriors.

Household Items: Calabashes, grinding 
stones, and cooking utensils that showcase 
their self-sufficient lifestyle.

Cultural Exhibits: Insights into rituals like 
Eunoto (the warrior-to-elder transition) and 
the age-set system that defines Maasai 
society.

The Maa Museum is more than a cultural 
institution, it’s a bridge between the past and 
the present. It educates people about Maasai 
traditions, empowers the community through 
cultural tourism, and ensures that these 
vibrant traditions continue to thrive.
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A WALK THROUGH TIME
The first private museum in Kenya
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THE BEAT OF 
ENASHIPAI
A night at The Wave Nightclub, what is it like?
The Wave Nightclub, a destination where music, lights, 
and dance come together to create unforgettable nights. 
Whether you’re a dance enthusiast or simply looking to 
unwind, The Wave Nightclub offers an experience like no 
other.

The lighting system, with its dynamic colours and patterns, 
mirrors the rhythm of the music, while the state-of-the-art 
sound system ensures every beat resonates through the 
space.

The layout is designed for connection, with cozy seating 
areas and a spacious dance floor for letting loose. Whether 
you’re sipping a cocktail at the bar or moving to the rhythm 
of the music, The Wave Nightclub invites you to be part of 
the energy.

For those who prefer something non-alcoholic, the bar 
also offers a range of mocktails and fresh juices, ensuring 
everyone can join in the fun. 

What sets Wave Nightclub apart is its ability to create 
moments that linger long after the music stops. Whether 
it’s the thrill of dancing under the lights, the joy of sharing a 
drink with friends, or the magic of a live performance, every 
night at The Wave is a celebration of life, connection, and 
culture.



NEW YEAR CELEBRATIONCHRISTMAS CELEBRATION
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A quick snapshot of  New Years Party 2024It was a Tropical Christmas at Enashipai in 2024 and it was a blast!



Girls who you can lean on should stay 
by your side forever.

Cross-generational engagement. Getting wise words from different 
generations and seeing different perspectives. Nthenya a true girls girl with amazing insights for fellow women. Ask the ladies 

about the 7 Ls... if you know you know...

Sheromith and Ashira, her mentor, strike a pose #Accelarateaction

Photographer says “Simameni hapo 
niwapige picha”

Matilda giving her fellow women words of 
wisdom

Who run the world? GUUUURRRRLLLLLSSS!!Women in power... the women paving the path for future 
generations to come. Women oeeeeeee!

Joy and Joy enjoyed! Ladies say cheeeeseeeee!
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Gender equality isn’t just an aspiration, it’s an urgent call to action.

This year’s International Women’s Day theme, #AccelerateAction, challenged us to move 
beyond conversations and take meaningful steps toward empowering women in the 
workplace and beyond.

To mark the occasion, we gathered all our female employees for an inspiring seminar led by 
Nthenya, whose insights left a lasting impact on our team. She guided us through the 7 Ls; 
powerful lessons for personal and professional growth:

Live – Life is not a rehearsal. Don’t wait.
Laugh – Laughter is medicine; it revives the soul.
Love – Love yourself.
Listen – To your body, to others, and to God.
Let go – Release the past and move forward.
Labour – Put in the time and effort it takes.

Her message was clear: while progress has been made, at the current pace, full gender parity 
is still half century away, a reality we cannot accept. Change must happen in our lifetime, and 
it starts with us.

At Enashipai, we are committed to fostering a culture where women thrive, through equal 
opportunities, mentorship, and leadership development.

IWD is not just a day; it’s a movement. As we embrace this year’s theme, we reaffirm our 
commitment to driving real change, not just for the women of Enashipai, but for generations 
to come.

Let’s keep pushing forward. Let’s Accelerate Action.

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY 2025INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY 2025
How did it go?How did it go?
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Instructions:

1. Preheat oven to broil. Pat salmon fillets dry and season with salt and pepper.

2. In a large oven-safe skillet, heat butter and olive oil over medium-high heat. Add garlic and 

cook for 30 seconds, or until fragrant.

3. Stir in soy sauce, Sriracha, honey, and lemon juice. Bring to a simmer and cook for 1 

minute.

4. Add the salmon fillets to the pan, skin-side down. Cook for 3 minutes, or until golden 

brown.

5. Baste the salmon with the glaze and transfer the pan to the oven. Broil for an additional 5-6 

minutes, or until the salmon is cooked through.

6. When cooked serve with sweet potato mash.

HONEY GARLIC 
GLAZED SALMON

Ingredients:

- 2 salmon fillets
- Salt and pepper to taste
- 1 tablespoon butter
- 1 tablespoon olive oil
- 2 cloves garlic, minced
- 1/4 cup soy sauce
- 1 tablespoon Sriracha (or other hot sauce)
- 2 tablespoons honey
- 1 tablespoon lemon juice
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COLOUR ME...KIDDIES PAGEKIDDIES PAGE
HOW MANY?HOW MANY?
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YouTube Reviews

Moses AmiraDave Mani

Safari With 
Danny

Rakeri About 
Town

It is a perfect hotel, simply because the systems work and are 
convenient. Such a homely feel. A great place for business, family 
vacations and romantic getaways. I was impressed by how fast 
things are address by the staff; IT, room service, the restaurants. 

They make everything run smoothly and take away any frustration 
from the client. I was truly impressed.

Great experience all round, services and facilities are top notch :-). 
Staff extremely courteous and helpful. Meals are great. The natural 

ambience is quite serene and relaxing - the bushes, trees, birds 
... an experience out of the ordinary. Would gladly visit again and 

again!

The ambience was great and Siyara spa massage was excellent. 
The staff at front office were very friendly and welcoming. The trip 

to the Maa museum was eye-opening... keep it up. The meals were 
delicious and all staff were friendly and willing to assist .

Great food and walks. Best place to chill on the weekends. Conference 
places are very accommodative and silent as one would want. The food 

was fantastic and drinks great. I enjoyed the fish especially. 

Ooh the bar and their variety drinks, quite a place to be.

The location is amazing but it is the staff that make this resort so 
incredible. The grounds are beautiful with a lot of different species 
of birds. A quick boat trip to Crescent Island affords an amazing 

experience with zebras, giraffes, monkeys, wildebeests, and more.

I stayed in the Executive Fountain rooms which offered a view of 
the fountain, large beautiful room, balcony, additional open concept 

shower (open ceiling so you can see the stars at night or birds 
flying over during the the day)

This property is perfect for conference needs in terms of amenities, 
venues and the incredible staff that work here

I recently stayed at Enashipai for a weekend getaway, and it 
exceeded my expectations! The location is unbeatable. From the 
moment we arrived, the staff was incredibly warm and attentive. 

They went above and beyond to make sure we felt welcomed. The 
check-in process was smooth.

The room itself was spotless, spacious, and well-designed.
We also took advantage of the restaurant and were pleasantly 
surprised. The breakfast buffet had a wide variety of delicious 

options, and the dinner was equally impressive. The chef clearly 
takes pride in the menu.

Lastly, Siyara spa and salon area was a perfect retreat after a day 
of exploring. The facilities were clean, and the staff there was also 

friendly and professional. Peter and team. 

Overall, this hotel offers great value for the price, and I can’t 
recommend it enough. We felt pampered the entire time and will 

definitely be returning!

Terry - March 2025 Karanja N - March 2025 

Tabitha G - March 2025

Antony C - March 2025

Cassy - February 2025

Dolphine Moindi - January 2025

We’d love to hear about your visit to our resort. 
Kindly rate us on any of the following social sites.
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WHAT ARE PEOPLE SAYING....HOW WAS YOUR STAY?



Resort Location: Moi South Lake, Naivasha. 
Booking office location: Sundowner Office Park, Mbaazi close (off King’ara road), Lavington, Nairobi.

+254 51 2130000 | +254 20 5130000 | +254 719 051000
sales@enashipai.com           @enashipai resort &spa           @enashipai            @enashipairesort

www.enashipai.com


